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What is an IQA and when should I use it?
• Intelligent Query Architect

• Query-building tool

• User friendly

• Extract data from iMIS

• Can be simple (single source):
• All records with a state filter

• Or more complex (multiple sources):
• Everyone who attended Convention 

2019

• Display information to users:
• Committee members

• Event participation

• Payments

• Gifts

• To jumpstart SSRS reports



Frequently Used Terms

Business Objects: The “building blocks” of IQAs. Represent the tables 
where your data is stored

Joins: Use joins to relate your sources (Business Objects) together. The 
most common types of joins use the iMIS ID field. More on this later!



Getting Started
RiSE > Intelligent Query Architect Continuum



Getting Started…Best Practices
Plan ahead

• Folder Structure
• Naming Convention

New > Folder > Name > Save

Use the Versions tab



Getting Started
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• Give your IQA a name
• Add a description
• Run and save often

• Hint: You can run without 
saving if you are verifying 
data. After you've 
confirmed the data, SAVE!
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Business Objects: RECOMMENDATIONS Business Objects: CAUTION

• InvoiceSummary
• GiftsReceived
• GiftHistory
• GiftHistorySummary
• CsContactRelatedCompany
• TransactionSummary
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All records that 
have a gift.

Donors

CsContactBasic Gift
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All records 
whether they have 
made a gift or not

Everyone

CsContactBasic Gift
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All records and all 
gifts.

1,000 records x 
1,000 gifts = 
100,000 rows 
returned

CsContactBasic Gift
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Remember to click the + sign to save the filter!
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• After you've checked results, 
you can uncheck "Display"

• Use your own naming 
convention for the "Alias". This 
only changes the column 
header.

• Change the Order to move the 
columns.
• This is a little finicky, trial 

and error and save often!
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You must have the 
property in the display 
for it to be accessible to 
Sort by.

One nice thing about 
IQAs are the end user 
can sort, on the fly, by 
clicking the header in 
the result set.



Live Demo
• Joining CsContactBasic and CsAddress

• Make sure you know which address you want to use.

ID = ID join – pulls all addresses for an ID

ID = Bill join – pulls only the Bill addresses for an ID



A few reminders and helpful links
• The power of the filter!

• Remember one IQA and be run several ways if you leave the filter optional.

• Extract data from iMIS
• You can't hurt anything, you are only pulling result set, not writing anything 

back to the database

• Clean up data as you go!
• Do not write the query to remove an exception, clean up the record then re-run 

the IQA

• The only way to get comfortable with IQA is to write IQAs!



Next Up… 

Brown Bag Q&A
Open to all staff

Starting at 11:45am

Brown Bag Q&A
Foundation Focus

Brown Bag Q&A
RFM Focus


